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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Examiner 

Christopher W. Glass 
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Applicant(s) 

HOSHINO, KAZUHIRO 



Art Unit 

2878 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Ej^tensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a) In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutor/ period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 1 33) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR r 704(b) 

Status 

1 Responsive to cominunicatton(s) filed on 30 September 2002 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Sinne this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, piusecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1^:5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-5 is/are reiected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[J accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) H The proposed drawing correction filed on 30 September 2002 is: a)IEl approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 119(a)-(d) or (f) 

a)QAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

Certified copies of the pnonty documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the pnonty documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)), 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the rprtifipd rnn'p^ not rprpiv^^ 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are moot in 



v iew of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the in\'ention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,172,361 to Holberg et al. (hereafter Holberg), in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,266,197 to 
Uienn et al. (hereafter Ciienn). 

Regarding claims 1.2. 4, and 5: Holberg shows in Figures 2A and 3A an image pickup 
device, including a light-transmissible board 101 (comprising aperture 301) having a wiring 
pattern 302,203,204 lormed on one surface thereof^ .An image pickup element 201 hax ing a 
photodelecting portion 202 lormed on the same surlace is also disclosed, the image pickup 
element 201 being mounted in flip-chip style (\'ia bumps 204 and contacting pads 302) on the 
one surface of the light-transmissible board 101 so that the photodetecting portion 202 of the 
itna^jc pickup element is (^ppi^sed to an area where the wirini! pattern 203,204,302 is no\ formed 



o\ the ilL:ill-lI"all^nll^M i^ic i^^aul KM >n ano\L' uic plu »u hIcUxi ihl: j^oiiion 202 
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the image pickup element 201 (see Column 3. lines 38-41 ). The light transmissible board 101, 
which comprises the aperture 301, is not specifically taught as containing an optical filter. 
However, it is well known in the art to provide filters in one or more layers of light-transmissible 
boards in image pickup device packages, h igure 2 of Glenn et al T97 shows a light transmissible 
board 122 which can contain an infrared rays cutting filler 1812 (Fig. 18A). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the device of Holberg by providing one or more infrared-filtering layers in the aperture 
301 of the light transmissible board 101 disposed above the image pickup clement 201, since it is 
well known in image pickup device construction to filter certain aspects of incident light through 
this method, as shown by Glenn T97. Also, the fact that the preamble of claims 4 and 5 states 
that the device is part of a camera system or camera module is considered the intended use of the 
device and is not given patentable w eight. There is no structure provided in the body of the 
claims to define the exact device in which the invention would be used. 

Regarding claim 3: As shown by Figure 3C of Holberg, the image pickup element 201 is 
sealed with "a layer 303 of epoxy or similar sealant" (C\Mumn 3. lines 38-39). It therefore would 
ha\ e been ob\ ious to use resin, and to apph this resin to a peripheral edge of the image pickup 
element- in order to hermeticalh seal all actt\e areas ol\Memenl from stra\ contaminants such as 
unw anted dirt or radiation, and since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in 
the art to select a know n material on the basis of its suitabilit\ for the intended use as a matter of 




Application/Control Number: 09767.922 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2878 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher W. Glass whose telephone number is 703-305-1980. 
Vhc examiner can normally be reached 9:30am-6:00pm, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfuK the examiner's 
supervisor, David Porta can be reached at 703-308-4852. Phe fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-308-7722. Any inquiry of a 
general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 
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